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always elicit from him nothing but approbation and encouragement. He would judge his gurubhais and his disciples, not by their actual achievements but by the spirit which actuated them. Enough, if they have dared and done their best ! He would throw them into water, figuratively speaking, beyond their depth, and let them learn to swim with a life-and-death struggle. He had infinite faith in the possibilities of the human soul, and would inspirit it into them with a fire and an eloquence which were simply irresistible. He held them capable of being as equally inspired as he himself. He could see the atom of good in the disciple, only magnified as a mountain, and the mountain-high faults and failings in him as mere atoms of evil ! With such a relationship as this prevailing, every word spoken or unspoken, every act or deed attempted or accomplished, every purpose grasped or uncom-prehended, becomes charged with a power and a spirit, unerring in its mark, deathless in its vision, self-destroying and self-expanding !
There was a spirit in the Math in these days. The internal affairs had been perfectly organised by the Swami Saradananda, who had been called back from America by Swamiji especially for that purpose. Even though he knew that the former was just at that time in the height of his usefulness and possibilities there, he had thought it a greater and more urgent duty to organise the work of the headquarters and to train some of the younger members for the life of the preacher, by one who had made himself acquainted with Western needs and temperaments, and with Western methods of organisation. Besides, he knew that the work in America would not suffer so very much, since the Swami Abhedananda had been working there with untiring zeal for several months and pushing on the propaganda with surprising success. Since his arrival at the Math at the beginning of February 1898, the Swami Saradananda gave himself up to his task with remarkable alacrity and devotion, and everything went on like clock-work and with great enthusiasm. Question-classes and classes for the study of the Sanskrit language and of Eastern and
